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Should Soft Tissue Sarcomas Be Treated at
High-volume Centers?

An Analysis of 4205 Patients

Juan C. Gutierrez, MD, Eduardo A. Perez, MD, Frederick L. Moffat, MD, Alan S. Livingstone, MD,
Dido Franceschi, MD, and Leonidas G. Koniaris, MD

Objective: To define the prognostic significance of surgical center
case volume on outcome for soft tissue sarcoma (STS).

Methods: STS cases registered in the Florida Cancer Data System
(FCDS) between 1981 and 2001 were analyzed. Medical facilities
were ranked by STS operative volume. Facilities above the 67th
percentile for volume were defined as high-volume centers (HVCs).
Results: Of the 4205 operative cases of STS identified, 68.1% were
treated at low-volume centers (LVCs) and 31.9% at HVCs. A larger
proportion of high-grade tumors (53.8% vs. 44.3%) and lesions over
10 cm (40.7% vs. 28.7%) were resected at HVC (P < 0.001). The
30-day mortality was 0.7% for HVC and 1.5% for LVC (P = 0.028),
and mortality rates at 90 days were 1.6% and 3.6%, respectively
(P = 0.001). Median survival was 40 months at HVC and 37 months
at LVC (P = 0.002). Univariate analysis demonstrated significantly
improved survival at HVC for high-grade tumors (median 30
months vs. 24 months, P = 0.001), lesions over 10 cm (28 months
vs. 19 months, P = 0.001) and truncal or retroperitoneal sarcomas
(39 months vs. 31 months, P = 0.011). Limb amputation rate was
lower (9.4% vs. 13.8%, P = 0.048) and radiation and chemotherapy
were more frequently administered at HVC (OR = 1.54). On
multivariate analysis, treatment at a HVC was a significant indepen-
dent predictor of improved survival (OR = 1.292, P = 0.047).
Conclusions: STS patients treated at HVC have significantly better
survival and functional outcomes. Patients with either large (>10
cm), high-grade or truncal/retroperitoneal tumors should be treated
exclusively at a high-volume center.

(Ann Surg 2007;245: 952-958)

Soft tissue sarcomas (STSs) are an uncommon, heteroge-
neous group of neoplasms of mesenchymal origin that
occur in all body sites. Approximately 9420 cases were
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diagnosed in the United States in 2005, accounting for less
than 1% of all new malignancies.'

Traditionally, the standard of care for management of
STS has been complete surgical resection with tumor-free
margins. Treatment of STS has improved significantly in the
last 2 decades with the advent of limb-, tissue-, and function-
sparing procedures, which adjuvant or neoadjuvant chemora-
diotherapy have made possible.'*** Most of these therapeutic
advances have been reported from individual institutions,
primarily major tertiary cancer treatment centers.

The low incidence and heterogeneity of these neo-
plasms are directly responsible for marked disparities in case
volumes between large tertiary cancer centers with well-
established local, state, and national referral patterns and
smaller or community-based institutions. These lower vol-
ume institutions have less experience and/or fewer resources
to deal with these rare and often complicated tumors. We
postulate that treatment of STS at institutions with higher
sarcoma case volumes eventuates in superior outcomes in
terms of survival and preservation of function. This hypoth-
esis was addressed in an analysis of STS cases from a large,
population-based state cancer registry.

PATIENTS AND METHODS

The Florida Cancer Data System (FCDS) is a prospec-
tive database of all cancer cases in the state of Florida since
1981, and currently includes over 2.7 million records.® The
FCDS is an incident cancer registry, and the legislation
through which it was established requires it to be inclusive of
all cancer cases in the state of Florida, home to about 6% of
the U.S. population. In 1994, the FCDS became part of the
National Program of Cancer Registries administered by the
Centers for Disease Control. Over 96,000 invasive, report-
able cancer incidence cases are abstracted annually, fol-
lowing the North American Association of Central Cancer
Registries procedure guidelines for which it has earned
“gold” certification for quality, timeliness, and completeness
(eg, >95% capture of all incidence cancers within 1 year of
diagnosis). All cancers in the database are coded using the
International Classification of Diseases for Oncology, 3rd
edition (ICD-0O-3).” The FCDS is wholly supported by the
State of Florida Department of Health, the National Program
of Cancer Registries of the Centers for Disease Control and
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Prevention and the Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center
at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine.

The most current 2005 FCDS data set was used to
identify all incident cases of soft tissue sarcoma diagnosed in
the state of Florida from 1981 to 2001 using ICD codes
8800-8898. A total of 6259 cases of STS were extracted for
analysis (Fig. 1). Removal of duplicate cases (ie, sarcoma
recurrences, patients seen at more than one institution, etc)
resulted in 5564 unique, primary presentations of STS. All
nonoperative entries were excluded for a final sample size of
4205 surgical cases. Tumor type was classified as follows:
fibrosarcoma, liposarcoma, malignant fibrous histiocytoma
(MFH), and leiomyosarcoma. These 4 subtypes were chosen
as together they account for approximately 89% of all ma-
lignant soft tissue sarcomas.® The FCDS registry only collects
malignant cases of mesenchymal tumors and does not record
neoplasms of indeterminate or benign biologic behavior.

The FCDS database was queried to determine the
number of all STS surgical procedures performed at each
institution in the state of Florida during the study period
(Table 1). Medical facilities were grouped into 3 balanced
percentile ranges by surgical procedure volume. The upper
third of institutions were classified as high-volume centers
(HVC) and the lower two-thirds as low-volume centers
(LVC). The percentile cutoff of approximately 67% for
comparison of outcomes was established as the break point
for this analysis as this produced 2 groups of institutions,
which were very similar in their surgical volumes to tertiary
referral centers (HVC) or community hospitals (LVC). Total
number of cases rather than number of cases per year was

© 2007 Lippincott Williams & Wilkins

used to make this determination to prevent skewing of the
data by facilities that may not have been in existence over the
entire 20-year study period.

Patient demographics were extracted from the FCDS
database. Complete data on tumor grade and tumor size at initial
presentation were available for only 2239 and 1374 cases,
respectively, due to reporting omissions. Tumors characterized
as low-grade included well-differentiated and moderately differ-
entiated lesions (ICD-O Grades 1 and 2), while high-grade
tumors were comprised of poorly differentiated, undifferenti-
ated, and anaplastic lesions (ICD-O grades 3 and 4).”

Statistical analysis was performed with SPSS Statistical
Package version 13.0 (SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL). Correlations
between categorical variables were made using the x* or
Fisher exact test, where appropriate. Median, 5- and 10-year
survivals were calculated by the Kaplan-Meier method. Sur-
vival data are regularly collected by the FCDS on an ongoing

TABLE 1. Distribution of Medical Facilities Between Low-
and High-Volume Groups Based on Total Number of Cases
and Average Number of Cases/Year From 1981 to 2001

Average No. Total No.
Group Tertile No. Institutions Cases/Yr (%) Cases
HVC Upper 7 5-24 1504 (32.2)
LvC Middle 36 14 1589 (34.0)
Lower 213 <1 1580 (33.8)

Total 256 4673

HVC indicates high-volume center; LVC, low-volume center.
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basis. Since the FCDS does not record complete information
on cause of death, disease-specific survival could not be
determined. Patients lost to follow-up were censored at the
time of last contact. Overall survival was calculated from the
time of the initial sarcoma diagnosis. The effects of demo-
graphic, clinical, pathologic, and treatment variables on sur-
vival were examined using the log-rank test for categorical
values. A multivariate analysis using the Cox proportional
hazards model was used to further test prognostic factors
found to be significant in the univariate analysis. Statistical
significance was set at a P value of <0.05.

RESULTS

Hospital Volume

A total of 256 institutions in Florida performed at least
one resection of a STS from 1981 to 2001 (Table 1). There
were 4673 surgical procedures recorded, including both ini-
tial resections and repeat procedures. By the case-volume
stratification previously described, 7 institutions performed
1504 cases (32.2% of total) and were classified as HVC. The
remaining two thirds of the institutions performed 3169 cases
(67.8% of total) and were classified as LVC.

Patient Demographics and Clinical Data

During the 20-year study period, there were a total of
4205 primary operative cases of soft tissue sarcoma reported
in the FCDS database. Repeat surgeries were excluded from
the analysis (n = 468). LVC case volume was 2865 (68.1%)
while 1340 (31.6%) patients were treated at HVC. Table 2
summarizes the demographic, tumor, and treatment charac-
teristics of the study population. Briefly, 57.4% were males
with a median age of 67 years, and 3219 (76.6%) of patients
were over the age of 50. The study population was predom-
inantly white (90.7%). In patients for whom both tumor size
and grade were available, 1077 (48.1%) tumors were high-
grade and 455 (33.1%) were more than 10 cm in greatest
dimension at diagnosis. MFH was the most common histol-
ogy (n = 2273, 54.1%), followed by liposarcoma (n = 1447,
34.4%), fibrosarcoma (n = 433, 10.3%), miscellaneous his-
tologies (n = 45, 1.1%), and leiomyosarcoma (n = 7, 0.2%).
The majority of cases were situated in the extremities (n =
1937, 46.7%), 1722 (41.5%) were truncal or retroperitoneal,
and 490 (11.8%) arose in the head and neck.

Demographic and clinical variables by institutional
treatment volume are given in Table 2. Patients at HVC were
generally younger (median age 58 years vs. 65 years at LVC,
P < 0.001), with a higher proportion of females (45.4% vs.
41.3%, P = 0.013) and non-white race/ethnicity (10.4% vs.
7.0%, P < 0.001). Patients at HVC were more likely to have
high-grade tumors (53.8% vs. 44.3%, P < 0.001) or tumors
of over 10 cm (40.7% vs. 28.9%, P < 0.001) than those at
LVC. There was no significant difference in the distribution
of histologic types between the HVC and LVC. HVC treated
a significantly larger proportion of extremity sarcomas than
did LVC (61.7% vs. 39.6%, P < 0.001). So, too, a greater
proportion of patients treated at HVC received radiation
therapy (43.0% vs. 24.2%, P < 0.001) and chemotherapy
(14.7% vs. 6.3%, P < 0.001).
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TABLE 2. Association of Volume of Medical Facility With
Demographic and Clinical Variables for All Patients
Undergoing Surgical Resection for Soft Tissue Sarcoma

Center Volume (%)

Total Low High
(n = 4205) (n = 2865) (n = 1340) P*
Demographics
Male 57.4 58.7 54.6 0.013
Female 42.6 413 45.4
Age 50 yr and under 234 18.9 332 <0.001
Over age 50 yr 76.6 81.8 66.8
Median age 67 65 58
White 90.7 91.9 88.1 <0.001
Black 8.1 7.0 10.4
Other/unknown 1.2 1.1 1.5
Clinical data
Low-grade 51.9 55.7 46.2 <0.001
High-grade 48.1 443 53.8
Size =10 cm 66.9 71.1 59.3 <0.001
Size >10 cm 33.1 28.9 40.7
Fibrosarcoma 10.3 10.5 9.8 0.41
MFH 54.1 53.5 55.2
Liposarcoma 344 34.5 342
Leiomyosarcoma 0.2 0.2 0.1
Other/unspecified 1.1 1.2 0.7
Extremity 46.7 39.6 61.7 <0.001
Trunk/retroperitoneum 41.5 46.7 30.5
Head and neck 11.8 13.7 7.8
Adjuvant therapy
Radiation 30.2 24.2 43.0 <0.001
No radiation 69.8 75.8 57.0
Chemotherapy 9.0 6.3 14.7 <0.001
No chemotherapy 91.0 93.7 85.3

*P value by x* test for association between variables.

Outcome and Choice of Treatment Facility
Short-term outcomes are shown in Table 3. The 30-day
mortality rate was twice as high in LVC in comparison to
HVC (1.5% vs. 0.7%, P = 0.028), with a similar disparity in
the 90-day mortality rate (3.6% in LVC vs. 1.6% in HVC,
P = 0.001). Analysis of patients with extremity tumors (n =
1937) showed a higher amputation rate at LVC (13.8%) than

TABLE 3. Outcomes for Patients Following Surgical
Resection for Soft Tissue Sarcoma According to Volume of
Medical Facility

Low-Volume Center High-Volume Center

Outcome (n = 2865; 68.1%) (n = 1340; 31.9%) P*

30-day mortality 1.5 0.7 0.028
(%)

90-day mortality 3.6 1.6 <0.001
(%)

Amputation rate 13.8 9.4 0.048
(%)

*P value by x? test for association between volume and outcomes.
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TABLE 4. Odds Ratios for Outcomes at Low-Volume
Centers in Comparison to High-Volume Centers for Patients
Undergoing Surgical Resection for Soft Tissue Sarcoma

Low-Volume Center

Outcome OR P 95% CI High-Volume Center
30-day mortality ~ 2.200 0.033  1.068-4.533 Reference group
90-day mortality ~ 2.257 0.001 1.418-3.591 Reference group
Amputation® 1.539 0.050 1.001-2.367 Reference group

*Calculated for extremity tumors only.
OR indicates odds ratio; CI, confidence interval.

at HVC (9.4%, P = 0.048). Odds ratios for unadjusted
outcomes, summarized in Table 4, show similar results.

Median, 5- and 10-year survivals are summarized in
Table 5. Median survival for patients treated at HVC was 40
months, significantly better than LVC (37 months, P =
0.002). Surgical resection at a HVC eventuated in superior
median survival in high-grade tumors (30 vs. 24 months, P <
0.001) and in lesions over 10 cm in size (28 vs. 19 months,
P < 0.001). This was also true for truncal and retroperi-
toneal sarcomas (39 vs. 31 months, P = 0.011). A trend
toward improved survival for head and neck STS treated in
a HVC was observed (median survival, 64 vs. 43 months,
P = 0.117). Median survival for extremity sarcomas was
equal in both groups, although a trend toward improved 5-
and 10-year survival was observed in the HVC group
(35.0% and 15.3% vs. 33.8% and 11.4%, respectively, P =
0.147). Analysis by histologic subtype revealed improved
survival in HVC for MFH and trends in favor of HVC for
liposarcoma and fibrosarcoma. Kaplan-Meier survival
curves are shown in Figure 2.

Limb Preservation and Choice of Treatment
Facility

Patients with extremity tumors were studied to deter-
mine if there was any correlation between the volume of the

treating facility and functional outcome as reflected in am-
putation rates. A total of 1937 extremity tumors were ana-
lyzed and demographic and clinical variables according to the
volume of treatment facility outlined in Table 6. Among
extremity tumors resected at HVC, 90.6% of these procedures
were limb-sparing operations as compared with 86.2% at
LVC (P = 0.048). Patients with extremity tumors who were
treated at HVC were younger (median age, 59 years vs. 69
years at LVC, P < 0.001).

There were no significant differences between the 2
groups in gender or race. Lower extremity sarcomas ac-
counted for 76.6% of cases treated at HVC as compared with
68.5% at LVC (P < 0.001). Extremity tumors resected at
HVC were of higher grade (59.8% vs. 52.1%) and larger size
(40.8% over 10 cm vs. 22.1%) than those at LVC (P = 0.02).
There were no significant case-volume differences in histol-
ogies between HVC and LVC patients. More patients with
extremity sarcomas received radiation therapy (50.0% vs.
28.7%) and chemotherapy (17.2% vs. 6.0%) at HVC than at
LVC (P < 0.001).

Multivariate Analysis

Stepwise multivariate analysis of variables identified as
significant in univariate analysis was undertaken using the
Cox regression method. High tumor grade, size over 10 cm,
and truncal or retroperitoneal location were independent pre-
dictors of lower overall survival. Treatment at a HVC was
also an independent predictor of good outcome (Table 7).

DISCUSSION

The medical literature is replete with studies showing a
direct correlation between procedural volume and treatment
outcome, the earliest studies dating from the early 1980s.% A
systematic MEDLINE review conducted by Halm et al in
2000 revealed 135 such studies, 71% of studies of hospital
volume and 69% of studies of physician volume reporting
statistically significant associations between higher volume

TABLE 5. Comparison of Median, 5- and 10-Year Survival According to Treatment at Low-Volume Center Versus
High-Volume Center for Patients Undergoing Surgical Resection for Soft Tissue Sarcoma

Low-Volume Center

High-Volume Center

Median 5-Year 10-Year Median 5-Year 10-Year
Survival (mo) Survival (%) Survival (%) Survival (mo) Survival (%) Survival (%) P*
All patients 37 33.2 11.6 40 374 15.9 0.002
Low-grade 48 42.7 10.6 48 43.0 19.6 0.099
High-grade 24 20.0 4.0 30 25.1 7.6 0.001
Size =10 cm 30 15.2 1.6 30 19.1 0.0 0.345
Size >10 cm 19 12.5 0.0 28 21.9 0.0 0.001
Fibrosarcoma 43 43.0 19.4 87 61.5 26.5 0.111
MFH 29 26.2 8.0 34 279 11.0 0.010
Liposarcoma 47 41.5 15.2 54 47.0 21.2 0.051
Leiomyosarcoma 76 40.0 0 39 0 0 0.247
Trunk and retroperitoneum 31 31.9 11.6 39 35.6 16.3 0.011
Extremity 38 33.8 114 38 35.0 15.3 0.147
Head and neck 43 30.7 8.2 64 47.4 14.3 0.117
*P value for log-rank test for association between median survival and categorical variables.
© 2007 Lippincott Williams & Wilkins 955
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and better outcomes.'® Many of these reports focus on can-
cer-related procedures. A positive correlation between hospi-
tal volume and improved outcome was reported for surgical
resection for pancreatic cancer in 1984'" and corroborated in
subsequent reports.'>'® Similar findings have been reported
for colorectal,'” >° esophageal,'"**2® lung,>?’ gastric,?'***> and
breast cancer.”®

STSs are rare.”’ This paucity leaves most healthcare
institutions with low case volumes and outdated or inade-
quate resources, which impede the ability to offer optimal
treatment of these rare and often complicated tumors. Our
analysis of 20 years’ surgical management of STS in Florida
included 4673 operations performed at 256 institutions (Table
1). Volumes in 213 facilities amounted to less than 1 case per
year, and less than 2 cases per year were managed at an
additional 79 healthcare institutions. The 7 institutions in the
HVC group, only 3% of the state’s hospitals, treated 32.2% of
all sarcoma cases in Florida since 1981. A larger proportion
of patients received radiation therapy (43.0% vs. 24.2%) and
chemotherapy (14.7% vs. 6.3%) at HVC as compared with
LVC (P < 0.001). Over the 2 decades studied, there has been
a small minority of institutions providing the bulk of multi-
modality treatment of STS, and a large number of hospitals
with only occasional exposure to these tumors.

The 30-day mortality rate in LVC was twice that of
HVC, and this difference persisted at 90 days. Median sur-
vival for patients treated at HVC was slightly better than that
of those at LVC. The trends in 5-year and 10-year survival
rates were similar between the 2 groups. High case volume
was an independent predictor of good outcome in multivari-
ate analysis. Although more retroperitoneal lesions were
treated at LVCs, both tumor location and treatment center
volume were each independently significant in multivariate
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Time (months)

Time (months)

analysis. It therefore appears that tumor location does not
explain the increased short-term mortality observed in LVCs.

Several differences between the 2 patient populations
are apparent. Patients seen at HVC were younger and a higher
proportion was female (45.4% vs. 41.3%, P = 0.013) and of
minority race/ethnicity. Sarcomas managed at HVC were
higher grade and larger size than those at LVC. HVC treated
the largest, most aggressive sarcomas in Florida’s population.
Despite this case selection bias in favor of LVC, HVC
achieved superior outcomes in patients with high-grade le-
sions and those with tumors over 10 cm in size. Age, gender,
and race were not significant factors in this analysis.

Proportionately, more truncal and retroperitoneal le-
sions were treated at LVC than at HVC. Nonetheless, patients
with truncal and retroperitoneal sarcomas fared better when
treated at a HVC than at a LVC. A recent analysis of FCDS
data showed that retroperitoneal tumors are larger and of
higher grade at presentation than those at other anatomic
locations (unpublished observation). These 2 characteristics,
and the frequent involvement of adjacent organs and other
vital structures, make accurate diagnosis and appropriate
treatment of these lesions difficult and complex.** > The
data reported here support the premise that the management
of truncal and retroperitoneal tumors is best carried out at
high-volume, regional referral centers with the resources and
expertise needed to achieve optimal outcomes.

An association between procedural volume and out-
comes for extremity sarcoma has previously been established,
especially in patients with residual disease following incom-
plete resection.>* 7 Although there was no difference in
median survival of extremity sarcomas between HVC and
LVC, a trend toward improved 5-year and 10-year survivals
for those treated at a HVC was apparent. The amputation rate

© 2007 Lippincott Williams & Wilkins
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TABLE 6. Association of Volume of Medical Facility With
Demographic and Clinical Variables for Patients Undergoing
Surgical Resection for Soft Tissue Sarcoma of the Extremity

High-Volume

Low-Volume

Center Center
n % n % P*
Demographics
Male 591 53.0 426 426 0.647
Female 524 47.0 394 394
Age 50 yr and 238 21.3 294 35.8 <0.001
under
Over age 50 yr 878 78.7 527 64.2
Median age 69 59
White 1000 89.6 722 87.9 0.098
Black 102 9.1 94 11.4
Other/unknown 14 13 5 0.6
Clinical data
Upper extremity 352 31.5 192 23.4 <0.001
Lower extremity 764 68.5 629 76.6
Low-grade 246 479 229 40.2 0.011
High-grade 268 52.1 341 59.8
Size =10 cm 253 77.8 183 59.2 <0.001
Size >10 cm 72 222 126 40.8
Fibrosarcoma 97 8.7 59 72 0.274
MFH 678 60.8 490 59.7
Liposarcoma 331 29.7 267 32.5
Leiomyosarcoma 0 0.0 1 0.1
Other/unspecified 10 0.9 4 0.5
Type of surgery
Limb-sparing 395 86.2 357 90.6 0.048
Amputation 63 13.8 37 9.4
Adjuvant therapy
Radiation 316 28.7 406 50.0 <0.001
No radiation 785 71.3 406 50.0
Chemotherapy 66 6.0 139 17.2 <0.001
No chemotherapy 1040 94.0 671 82.8

*P value by x? test for association between variables.

for extremity sarcomas was significantly lower among pa-
tients treated at a HVC.

Limited data availability for grade and size prevented a
formal multivariate logistic regression analysis for extremity
sarcomas, but univariate analysis showed that extremity tu-

TABLE 7. Significant Independent and Treatment Variables
for Patients Undergoing Surgical Resection for Soft Tissue
Sarcoma by Multivariate Analysis

Independent and Relative 95% Confidence
Treatment Variables P Risk Interval
High-grade <0.001 2.521 1.921-3.307
Size >10 cm 0.004 1.443 1.127-1.847
Trunk or <0.001 1.572 1.228-2.014
retroperitoneal
location
Low-volume center 0.047 1.292 1.003-1.663

© 2007 Lippincott Williams & Wilkins

mors at HVC tended to be of higher grade and larger size. The
higher amputation rate at LVC provides one possible expla-
nation for the surprisingly similar survival rates; limb ampu-
tation is a relatively simple procedure that reliably and easily
achieves tumor-free margins of resection, albeit with devas-
tating functional consequences and reduced quality of life. It
is noteworthy that this higher amputation rate may be attrib-
utable to some extent to the older age of patients with
extremity sarcomas treated at LVC. That said, the higher
proportion of limb-sparing procedures at HVC is most readily
explained by depth of surgical experience and immediate
availability of multidisciplinary and multimodality therapy.

The FCDS, although an excellent database for compar-
ative outcomes analysis, is nonetheless not without limita-
tions. Many of the limitations in this study are similar in type
and scope to those of other similar large cancer registries.
Omissions in data reporting by individual institutions to the
FCDS have resulted in incomplete information on tumor size
and grade. Additionally, information on patients’ comorbidi-
ties is not included in the FCDS registry and thus was not
included in our analysis. The FCDS provides only passive
follow-up for registered patients. Individuals residing outside
of the state of Florida following their cancer surgery may
actually be deceased and not recorded as such. Because of
this problem survival may be overestimated by as much as
5% to 10% (FCDS, personal communication). Further, as the
database does not record information on cause of death, we
were unable to include disease-specific survival in our exam-
ination.

Potential pitfalls in analysis of volume-outcomes rela-
tionships are well characterized.*® Despite these, this registry
provides critical information regarding treatment of patients
with STS. The use of Medicare databases is limited in having
data only from patients over the age of 65 years. Thus,
although the FCDS set is not perfect, it provides an excellent
database for assessment of volume-outcome relationship in
the management of patients with STS particularly as the
majority of sarcoma patients are under 65 years.

CONCLUSION

This analysis reveals a direct correlation between hos-
pital surgical volume and both short-term and long-term
treatment outcomes for STS. While the observations reported
here require confirmation with additional independent data
sets, they argue persuasively for exclusive referral of patients
with STS to high-volume specialized centers for optimal
treatment, survival, and functional outcome.
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